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flap t ≒ quick d sound ����
university

ability 

spaghetti

hospital 

Betty

Katie

a bit of 

the rate of    

sort of

a lot of 

the state of 

not at all

shut it

cut it

get it

set it

hit it

put it

heat it

beat it
d

d

d

d

d
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[əˈbɪləti̬]
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Canadian 

model

audience 
The Canadian audience hid it and said it was in the shadow.

This model is made in Canada.

edited 

sided 

bidder
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…We will represent this voiced allophone with the symbol [ ɾ ] … It occurs in words like data, city, puAng, party 
and dirty and is called a flap or a tap…

…Some linguists differenFate between a flap and a tap, maintaining that a tap is a brief contact of the tongue 
with the alveolar ridge (as in data and city) and a flap consists of the tongue Fp brushing against the alveolar ridge 
(as in party and dirty). We will use the term flap to refer to both of these processes. 
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