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/p, t, k/ �����	������������ ���
“aspira,on” = �����(���) ����

	�
� (narrow transcrip-on )�� [pʰ][tʰ][kʰ] �
����
[ʰ] (small raised h)� aspira-on�
��

�
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peach
[pʰiːtʃ]

hesita,on 
[hɛzɪtʰeɪʃn̩]

car
[kʰɑɚ]



The presence of aspiration is easiest to demonstrate with the bilabial /p/…
…If an English speaker says pie, the aspiration will often extinguish a lighted match or move a strip of paper 
placed in front of the speaker’s mouth… Since /t/ and /k/ or articulated farther back in the mouth than /p/, 
the aspiration is harder to demonstrate virtually than for /p/, but it is nonetheless present and salient. 

― Teaching Pronunciation: Marianne Celce-Murcia ��―
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caught

car

dedica+on

park 

person

compe++ve

tie

taught

fifteen

[pʰ] [tʰ] [kʰ]

compe++ve, fi:een, dedica+on �������������	���
p, t, k �������� aspira+on ��������
��



Something caught my attention, and I paused.

He taught his daughter how to plant peach trees. 
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YouTube� aspiration ��	�����

…nineteen of these findings took place 
before I was sworn in office…



YouTube� aspira,on ��	�����

…in nearly two months…



YouTube� aspira,on ��	�����

… you won’t believe what happened. I got caught…



YouTube� aspira,on ��	�����



/s/ �@�� aspira(on �;�!�	'���

/p, t, k/ are not aspirated after /s/, as in speak, stop, scare, split, strong, and scream.  
Accurate English: Rebecca M. Dauer "

spin, stop, school �� [s] �@� [p, t, k] �N�#LC�W:^8���!�	�
7A^8F[0.2)3�Y@Ki

…[s] �R�k#�:T�S��#…
/(5,15+38O9�D6e_ "

…AZ�hO]m8�=d8�@V�#LC�W:8��#��/s/�QB�#LC&J��
@V�Hd8�LC�:8�H	…

\gM����7A8O94-*5�fj`_ "
hObE8/p/, /t/, /k/�@�=	d8�V�:8��#…:8� peak, take, cool, repeat, protect, account 
� 
�=	d8�R�?$#��upper, lucky, percent, today � 
�H	d8�R��?$�	�
���=	d8�R��/p/, /t/, /k/�R�/s/��#�:8�a���	�
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